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| Cluster One: Varied attitudes about facing the final journey,

\ « Alfred Lord Tennyson, "Crossing the Bar,' @' (in Canvas and linked here)
« Dylan Thomas, "Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night," pp. 1092-94;
= Emily Dickinson, "Because | could not stop for Death,” pp. 1095-96
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Critical Questions for Evaluating Poetry

1. Can you paraphrase the poem?
2. Who is the speaker in the poem? How would you descnbe this persona?

’ ne 15 the speaker’s attitude toward hi subject, his
3. Whatis the speaker's tone? [Tone is the speaker’s attitude toward his ]

audience, or himself, It is the emotional coloring of the work.] Which words reveal this

tone? Is the poem perhaps ironic?

4. What heavily connotativ e words are used? What words have unusual or special

meanings? Are any words or phrases repeated? If so, why? Which words do you need

to look up?

5. What images does the Poctuse? [ imagery may be defined as the representation through

the language of sense experience. This is not limited to visual imagery; may be a sound,

asmell, a taste, a tactjle sensation, an intemal seasation like hunger or thirst, or external

sensation like movement.] How do the ima

ges relate to one another? Do these images

form a unified pattern (a motif) throughout the poem?

6. What figures of speech are ysad? (Fieure of Speech is any w

ay of saying
something other than the ordinary way.

Figurative language is language using

that s nevertheless somehow true; Ovepg

dlement or hyperty)e 1S simply

v Undenstatement s saying
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means, perhaps with a satinical or sarcastic intent; Allusion is the means of

reinforcing emotion or ideas of owns own work with the emotions or ideas of

another work or occasion.

Are there any symbols? [ A Symbul is something that means more than it is.]
What do the symbols mean? Are they universal symbols, or do they arise from
the particular context of the poem? [ Note: Image, Metaphor and Symbol shade
into each other and are sometimes difficult to distinguish. In general, however, an

image means only what it is; a metaphor means something more than what it is;

and a symbol means what is it and something more.]

Is the occasion for or the setting of the poem important in understanding its
meaning? If so, why?

What is the theme (central idea) of the poem? Can you state it in a single

sentence?

10.  How important is the role of sound effects, such as rhyme and rhythm? How do

they affect the tone and the meaning? Can you identify the rhythm and the metes?
&

How important is the contribution of form, such as thyme scheme and hine

arrangement? How does form influence the overall etfect of the poem’
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